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Central Intelligence Agency § 1907.21 

initial Agency determination with re-
spect to a challenge of the classifica-
tion status of CIA information. 

(l) Agency Release Panel refers to the 
Agency’s forum for reviewing informa-
tion review and release policy, the ade-
quacy of resources available to all 
Agency declassification and release 
programs, and hearing appeals in ac-
cordance with this section. 

[62 FR 32494, June 16, 1997, as amended at 76 
FR 59031, Sept. 23, 2011] 

§ 1907.03 Contact for general informa-
tion and requests. 

For information on this part or to 
file a challenge under this part, please 
direct your inquiry to the Executive 
Secretary, Agency Release Panel, Cen-
tral Intelligence Agency, Washington, 
DC 20505. The commercial (non-secure) 
telephone is (703) 613–1287; the classified 
(secure) telephone for voice and fac-
simile is (703) 613–3007. 

§ 1907.04 Suggestions and complaints. 
The Agency welcomes suggestions or 

complaints with regard to its adminis-
tration of the Executive Order. Letters 
of suggestion or complaint should iden-
tify the specific purpose and the issues 
for consideration. The Agency will re-
spond to all substantive communica-
tions and take such actions as deter-
mined feasible and appropriate. 

FILING OF CHALLENGES 

§ 1907.11 Prerequisites. 
The Central Intelligence Agency has 

established liaison and procedures with 
many agencies for declassification 
issues. Prior to reliance on this Part, 
authorized holders are required to first 
exhaust such established administra-
tive procedures for the review of classi-
fied information. Further information 
on these procedures is available from 
the point of contact, see 32 CFR 1907.03. 

§ 1907.12 Requirements as to form. 
The challenge shall include identi-

fication of the challenger by full name, 
Executive Branch agency, title of posi-
tion, and information required for 
verification of access, security clear-
ance, and status as an authorized hold-
er of the CIA information in question. 
In addition, the challenger must clear-

ly identify documents or portions of 
documents at issue and identify and de-
scribe the reasons why it is believed 
that the information is improperly 
classified. The challenge, itself, must 
be properly marked and classified and, 
in this regard, the authorized holder 
must assume the current classification 
status and marking of the information 
is correct until determined otherwise 
unless the challenger asserts that the 
information marked unclassified 
should be classified or that the infor-
mation should be classified at a higher 
level, in which case the challenger 
should mark the challenge and related 
documents at the asserted classifica-
tion level. 

[76 FR 59031, Sept. 23, 2011] 

§ 1907.13 Identification of material at 
issue. 

Authorized holders shall append the 
documents at issue and clearly mark 
those portions subject to the challenge. 
If information not in documentary 
form is in issue, the challenge shall 
state so clearly and present or other-
wise refer with specificity to that in-
formation in the body of the challenge. 

§ 1907.14 Transmission. 
Authorized holders must direct chal-

lenge requests to the CIA as specified 
in § 1907.03. The classified nature of the 
challenge, as well as the appended doc-
uments, require that the holder trans-
mit same in full accordance with estab-
lished security procedures. In general, 
registered U.S. mail is approved for SE-
CRET, non-compartmented material; 
higher classifications require use of ap-
proved Top Secret facsimile machines 
or CIA-approved couriers. Further in-
formation is available from the CIA as 
well as corporate or other federal agen-
cy security departments. 

ACTION ON CHALLENGES 

§ 1907.21 Exceptions. 
(a) Documents required to be sub-

mitted for prepublication review or 
other administrative process pursuant 
to an approved nondisclosure agree-
ment is not covered by this section. 

(b) Whenever the Agency receives a 
classification challenge to information 
that has been the subject of a challenge 
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